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TNTHF. CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A seal assembly comprising: 

a rotating portion comprising a running sleeve segment located generally parallel to an 

axis; 

a fixed portion comprising a seal mounting segment; 

a seal mounted to said seal mounting segment, said seal in contact with said running 
sleeve segment; 

a slinger end on one of said rotating portion and said fixed portion, said slinger end 
extending radially outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger end extending in a direction hnving a 
component pnrnllel to <siud axis, nnd ^ component pfi tpfindiniiUir fn said n\\<s s;uch rhrit snid slinger 
p.nri extends at an angle relative to said Mxis; and 

a slinger extension on the other of said rotating portion and said fixed portion, with said 
slinger extension also extending radially outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger extension also 
extending in a direction having a mmponent parallel to said ax is^ and a eomponent perpendicular 
to said axis snch that said slinger extension extends at an ang le relative to said axis, and one of 
said slinger extension and said slinger end being spaced axially in a direction along snid nxis 
such that saiH one of said slinger exten sion and said slinger end is spaced toward a forward 
position when the se.a1 assemhi y is mounted on a vehicle, said forv^ard position being defined hy 
a direction of forward travel of the vehicl e v^/hich will mount the seal assembly, of air flow, said 
one of said slinger extension and said slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond the other 
of said slinger extension and said slinger end. 

2. -4. (Cancelled) 
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5. (Original) The seal assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said rotating portion further 
comprises an upper seal segment in contact with said seal. 

6. -13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The seal assembly as recited in claim 5, wherein said upper seal 
segment extends radially outwardly of a main seal body, and fingers extend radially inwardly of 
said main seal body, said fingers contacting said running sleeve segment. 

15. (Previously Presented) The seal assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said rotating portion 
has a radially outwardly extending portion connecting said running sleeve segment and one of said 
slinger end and said slinger extension, said radially outwardly extending portion for abutting a 
shoulder of a shaft that is to receive the seal assembly. 

16. (Currently Amended) A driveline component comprising: 
a shaft extending generally along an axis; and 

a seal and slinger assembly including a rotating portion having a running sleeve segment 
located on said shaft and extending along said axis, a fixed portion having a seal mounting segment, 
and a seal mounted to said seal mounting segment, said seal being in contact with said running 
sleeve segment, and including a slinger end on one of said rotating portion and said fixed portion, 
said slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond said seal, s^^iH slinger end extf^nding in a 
direction having a component pnrallel to <;nid nxis, and a mmpniifinf pftrpendinnlar to <;aid axis such 
that said slinger end extends at an angle relative to said axis and including a slinger extension on 
the other of said rotating portion and said fixed portion, said slinger extension also extending 
radially outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger pxtensio n ako extending in a direction having a 
mniponent parallel to said axis^ and a component peipendieiilar to said axis sneh that said slinger 
extension extends at an angle relative to said axis^ and wherein one of said slinger extension and 
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said slinger end is spaced axially in a direction alon g s aid nxis such th«^it said one of said slinger 
exffMi?i;ion MTiH ^^\\d slingeT end is <;pnced towp^rH n fofvvptrd po<;itinTi whftn thp drivpline. componenf is 
mnimfftd on a vehide, said forward pmiHon hf^ing dp.ftned hy a dirfu^rion of forward travel of the 
vehidft w h inh will mount the seal and slinger assembly^ nf a i r fl o w, said one of said slinger 
extension and said slinger end extending radially outwardly of the other of said slinger extension 
and said slinger end. 

17. (Previously Presented) The driveline component as recited in claim 16, w^herein 
said rotating portion further comprises an upper seal segment in contact with said seal. 

18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Previously Presented) The driveline component as recited in claim 17, wherein 
said upper seal segment is generally parallel to said running sleeve segment. 

20. -22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Previously Presented) The driveline component as recited in claim 16, wherein 
the driveline component is a yoke. 

24. (Previously Presented) The driveline component as recited in claim 16, wherein 
the driveline component has a radially outwardly extending shoulder extending radially 
outwardly of said shaft, and said rotating portion has a radially outwardly extending portion 
connecting said running sleeve segment and one of said slinger end and said slinger extension, 
said radially outwardly extending portion abutting said radially outwardly extending shoulder. 
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25. (New) The seal assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said slinger extension extends 
radially outwardly beyond said slinger end, and the seal assembly is for a forward position in an 
axle housing. 

26. (New) The seal assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said slinger end extends 
outwardly of the slinger extension and said seal assembly is for a rear position in an axle housing. 

27. (New) The seal assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein both said slinger end and said 
slinger extension extend radially outwardly of a location on a fixed housing that will receive said 
seal mounting segment when the seal assembly is mounted on the vehicle. 

28. (New) An axle assembly comprising: 
an axle housing; 

an axle to be driven by a drive input including a yoke for receiving a drive force, and 
rotating a shaft about a drive axis; 

a seal assembly mounted between said axle housing and said yoke, said seal assembly 
including a rotating portion comprising a running sleeve segment located on said shaft and 
extending along said drive axis, and a fixed portion having a seal mounting segment, with a seal 
mounted to said seal mounting segment, said seal being in contact with said running sleeve 
segment, and a slinger end on one of said rotating portion and said fixed portion, said slinger end 
extending radially outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger end extending in a direction having a 
component parallel to said drive axis, and a component perpendicular to said drive axis such that 
said slinger end extends at an angle relative to said drive axis, and said slinger end extending 
radially outwardly beyond a portion of said axle housing that receives said fixed portion, and a 
slinger extension on the other of said rotating portion and said fixed portion, said slinger 
extension also extending radially outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger extension also 
extending in a direction having a component parallel to said drive axis, and a component 
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perpendicular to said drive axis such that said slinger extension extends at an angle relative to 
said drive axis, and wherein one of said slinger extension and said slinger end is spaced toward 
said yoke relative to the other of said slinger extension and said slinger end, with said one of said 
slinger extension and said slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond the other of said 
slinger extension and said slinger end. 

29. (New) The axle assembly as set forth in claim 28, wherein a second seal assembly is 
mounted at a rearward portion of said axle housing, with a second shaft driving a second yoke, 
and a second seal assembly being mounted between said axle housing and said second yoke, said 
second seal assembly also including a rotating portion comprising a running sleeve segment 
located on said shaft and extending along a drive axis of said shaft, and a fixed portion having a 
seal mounting segment, with a seal mounted to said seal mounting segment, said seal being in 
contact with said running sleeve segment, and a slinger end on one of said rotating portion and 
said fixed portion, said slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger 
end extending in a direction having a component parallel to said drive axis, and a component 
perpendicular to said drive axis such that said slinger end extends at an angle relative to said 
drive axis, and said slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond a portion of said axle 
housing that receives said fixed portion, and a slinger extension on the other of said rotating 
portion and said fixed portion, said slinger extension also extending radially outwardly beyond 
said seal, said slinger extension also extending in a direction having a component parallel to said 
drive axis, and a component perpendicular to said drive axis such that said slinger extension 
extends at an angle relative to said drive axis, and wherein one of said slinger extension and said 
slinger end of said second seal assembly is spaced away from said second yoke relative to the 
other of said slinger extension and said slinger end, with said one of said slinger extension and 
said slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond the other of said slinger extension and said 
slinger end. 
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